
SUCCOT (AND SIMCHAT TORAH) 
by Associate Rabbi Danny Burkeman  

This is one of the most joyful days in the Jewish calendar as we celebrate the completion of a 
cycle of Torah readings, and begin all over again (when researching this festival on the 
internet, remember that there is a difference in the dating of Simchat Torah in Israel, in 
Reform communities and in Orthodox Diaspora communities).  

Below you will find a few articles, from a variety of Jewish websites, about Succot, its rituals 
and significance within the Jewish calendar. This time we’re also including a page to visit with 
children to play some Succot games and make decorations for your (or the synagogue’s) 
succah.  

For each article you will find a brief overview of what is included in the article and a couple of 
thoughts for reading the website.  

• AN INTRODUCTION TO SUCCOT AND SIMCHAT TORAH  
http://www.kolel.org/pages/holidays/Sukkot_intro.html  
Kolel provides a very comprehensive introduction to the festival of Succot, and when 
you click on Simchat Torah at the top of the page you get all of the information for this 
festival as well. Almost every element of the festival is covered on these pages.  
 
Critical question: As is made clear Succot is a festival which is linked to the 
agricultural cycle. How do we city-dwellers relate to an agricultural festival? (Note: 
Kolel describes itself as a place of Liberal Jewish learning; it is a pluralistic, 
egalitarian institution)  
 

• THE LULAV AND ETROG (the four species of Succot)  
http://joi.org/celebrate/sukkot/species.shtml  
This includes an overview of the four species. It includes headings over each column, 
which offer different interpretations of the four species which are taken together and 
shaken on the festival of Succot.  
 
Critical question: Which of the interpretations of the four species do you most connect 
with? What do you think the significance of waving the species is? Further viewing: 
For a funny video of people shaking the lulav (not the kosher way at all! visit: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC4IVe61p-0) (Note: JOI is The Jewish Outreach 
Institute works on Jewish outreach across America)  
 

• THE USHPIZIN – Visitors to our Succah 
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Sukkot/Overview_Sukkot_at_Home/Sukka
h/Ushpizin_669.htm  
On Succot there is a tradition of seven esteemed guests from Jewish history who visit 
our succah on each day of the festival. This article considers the seven guests, and 
their female counterparts who have been introduced more recently.  
 
Critical question: What can we learn from the idea that we are visited by these guests 
during Succot? How can we extend hospitality over the festival of Succot? Further 
viewing: There is a very interesting and enjoyable Israeli film entitled: Ushpizin, which 
plays with some of the ideas related to the festival of Succot. (Note: 
MyJewishLearning is a trans-denominational Jewish website)  
 

• WHY DO WE SIT IN THE SUCCAH  
http://judaism.about.com/od/sukko1/a/sukkah_golinkin.htm  
This article includes a number of the different reasons given for us to sit in the 
succah, beginning with those found in the Bible, and moving through a number of 
Rabbis from throughout the ages (ending with a reason from the article’s author). 
  
Critical question: Will you be sitting in a succah this year? What is the reason that you 



sit in the succah? Will you sit in the succah differently after reading this article? (Note: 
This website is part of The New York Times Company. The author Rabbi Professor 
David Golinkin is a prominent Conservative Rabbi)  
 
 

• SUCCOT AND SOCIAL ACTION  
http://www.socialaction.com/education_resources/jewish_holidays/sukkot/Family_Acti
on_Sukkot.shtml  
When we live in our temporary succah over the festival of Succot, it is inevitable that 
we think of some of those people who are less fortunate than us, and forced to live in 
temporary dwellings on a permanent basis. This article offers some social action 
suggestions related to the festival of Succot.  
 
Critical question: How can we keep the lessons of Succot with us for the whole 
Jewish year? What do you take as the lesson of dwelling in the succah? (Note: 
Socialaction.com is a Jewish website focussed on Jewish social action, and 
supported by Jewish Family and Life)  
 

• ECCLESIASTES AND THE FESTIVAL OF SUCCOT  
http://urj.org/Articles/index.cfm?id=2471  
As with most festivals there is a special Biblical reading attached to the festival of 
Succot. On Succot traditionally we read the Book of Ecclesiastes (Kohelet), this page 
includes suggestions for around the table study of this Biblical Book. 
  
Critical question: What do you think is the central lesson of the book of Ecclesiastes? 
Further Reading: To find the full Hebrew and English text of Ecclesiastes visit: 
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt3101.htm (Note: The Union for Reform 
Judaism, the American equivalent of the Movement for Reform Judaism)  
 

• CHILDREN AND SUCCOT  
http://www.babaganewz.com/holidays/index.cfm?cat=23&sub=sukkotcentral  
When you visit this website you will find a variety of activities for your children related 
to the festival of Succot.. These include the possibility of visiting a virtual succah and 
building your own on-line succah. 
  
Critical question: It is not possible for everyone to build a full-size succah, but how 
can we ensure that we and our children are involved in the building of a full-size or 
mini-succah of some description? 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


