
 

 

çÝáî ðêñ ï"ï West London Synagogue  

Review  

November 2015  

 Cheshvan/Kislev 5776  

Celebrating 175 Years of Reform Judaism in Central London  

Programme:  

Haydn Symphony No 6, Le Matin  
Mozart Concerto for Flute and Harp  

Bach Concerto for Two Violins in D Minor  
Haydn Symphony No 8, Le Soir  

 

Post Concert Sparkling Canapé Reception  

 
Meet and chat with members of The Orchestra, find out what makes them tick; why do 

they play instruments dating back to the time the music was composed and what do 
they do when not at Southbank Centre or Glyndebourne.  
 

Concert Ticket Price: £30.00  

Reception Ticket Price: £25.00  
 

Call Ronit on 020 7535 0275 or book online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/wls175  

Performed by:  

Rachel Podger on violin/director  
Lisa Beznosiuk on flute  

Frances Kelly on harp  

In this Monthôs Review:  
 

175th Anniversary Celebrations, the Lyons Institute,  
State of the Art Kolnoa -Cinema, WLS in Calais, Matt Lucas and More!  

The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment 
Sunday 22 November, 7.00pm 



 

 

We are delighted and honoured that the 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment 
(ñOAEò) has agreed to perform a concert 
at the Synagogue on 22 November as 

part of our 175th anniversary                    
celebrations. I am a trustee of the OAE. 
I fell in love with the sounds they               
produce when I first started attending 
their concerts some ten years ago. 
Shortly after, I volunteered to work with 
them.  

The OAE are rightly recognised as                
Britainôs leading period instrument               
orchestra. By period instruments, I 
mean the instruments that the compos-
er would have known at the time he was 

composing. These would have been the 
sounds he had in his mind. For example, 
in the eighteenth century (the century 
from which the music in our concert 
comes), violins would have had strings 
made from cat gut rather than the              
metal of today; woodwind instruments 

were actually made from wood and 
brass instruments would not have had 
any valves to control the sound.  

The OAEôs music is not restricted to the 
Enlightenment  ï the period of the              
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
that saw the transition from                    

Renaissance music to the classical and 
romantic repertoires we know well             
today. Whatever is played, the OAE will 
use period specific instruments.  
 
The OAE plays the music for two of the 
operas performed at the Glyndebourne 

Opera Festival each year. It also gives a 
dozen concerts on Londonôs Southbank, 
and tours regionally and internationally.  
 
Earlier this year, I had the privilege of 
seeing the OAE perform Dvorakôs New 

World Symphony to great critical             
acclaim at the Lincoln Center in New 
York. I have travelled with them to the 
Salzburg Festival where they played the 
music for the Marriage of Figaro, to  
Vienna where they were invited to play 
Mozartôs last three symphonies at the 

Musikverein under Sir Simon Rattle on 
Mozartôs birthday and to Paris where 
they performed Berliozôs grand opera 
masterpiece Les Troyens. I mention this 
to demonstrate their significant                 
international reputation and to                
emphasize how fortunate we are to 

have persuaded them to perform for us 
in our Sanctuary. I hope we can              
welcome them with a very large              
audience. The acoustics of our                 
Sanctuary will enhance the music and 
the players are very excited about             

performing for us.  
 
The concert programme has been                 
designed to appeal both to non -regular 
concert attenders and also to lovers of 
the beautiful eighteenth century music. 
It will feature two of Haydnôs                      

symphonies, Le Matin (no 6) and Le Soir 
(no 8), which were written at Eisenstadt 
soon after the composer started his    

The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment Joins the 175th Celebrations  

Food was never this appreciated before! 
After a beautiful start at the Kol Nidrei, 
Yom Kippur was truly felt. Coming 
Neôila, everyone was feeling the    

meaning of Yom Kippur. It was time to 
return to the land of the living. With a 
group of enthusiastic Young Adults, we 
went to Dim -T and enjoyed some                 
beautiful dishes, drinks and inspiring 
conversations.  
 

Our annual Young Adult Sukkah              
celebration was themed this year ñPizza 
in the Hutò. When YAD took over the 
Sukkah, its interior changed for one 
night into an Italian restaurant. There 
were beautifully laid out tables, with 

Italian wines, Peroni beers and           

wonderful pizzas. The only thing missing 
was a violinist. Having said that, one of 
our YAD -members played beautiful             
music on the piano.  

 
The year could not have started better. 
Throughout the night, the Italian                  
influence flew out of the Sukkah and 
Oriental and Israeli music entered. The 
space proved big enough to allow much 
enjoyed (Yemenite) dancing, chatting 

and eating.  
 
Thank you for coming! I hope to see you 
at the next Young Adult -event.  
 

Peter Luijendijk  

YAD Break Fast and Pizza in the Hut  

employment in the service of Prince  
Esterhazy. They were crafted to please 
the musicians with each given a virtuoso 
part.  

 
Le Matin evokes the beginning of the 
day and Le Soir the evening, ending 
with a storm. Haydnôs symphonies are 
considerably shorter than the later           
Mozart symphonies and the works of 
Beethoven, Schubert and Brahms which 

fol lowed. Between these two               
symphonies we will be hearing Bachôs 
beautiful double violin concerto,                
characterised by the Italian influences 
inspiring Bach at that stage of his                
composing career. The OAE will also 

play the Mozart Flute and Harp               
Concerto, a commission from a Duke in 
Paris for which the composer was never 
paid!  
 
The evening promises to be special. I do 
hope you can join me to give a very 

warm welcome to an outstanding group 
of musicians.  
 

David Marks  



 

 

                       This                    
                        Nov-                                     
                       ember                                              
                     we have   

                    our first   
               mini -series  
                  of learning in   
         the lead up to                                                                                  
 C h a n u k a h . 

Youôre all invited  
to join. The classes 

will be on Monday 
nights ï 9, 16, 23 and 

30 November. Then on 
25 January 2016 we will 

have a launch reception 
coinciding with Tu Bishôvat 

(the New Year for trees). Why 
not plant the seed of Jewish 

learning in your life?  
 

I promised there were two things 
you would hear and read me saying     

often. The first is about our own adult 

learning. The point is simple really, but 
harder to fulfil. We cannot claim, as a 
community, to value Jewish learning for 
our children if we do not demonstrate 
that we regard it as a life - long                
endeavour. As I raise my children, Iôm 
constantly trying to   remember what I 

learned at school about the natural 
world, science, literature or history. And 
we learn together. Iôm not afraid to tell 
my daughters that I do not know an          
answer but that we can and should learn 
and be inspired together.  

 
Judaism is no different, well almost no 
different ï Iôll come back to that later. I 
am proud that Iôm able to talk to my 
family about my teachers of Judaism, 
about going to visit them and learning 
from them even today, even though Iôm 

a rabbi. Yes, your rabbis are learning all 
of the time about Judaism. Itôs an            
ingrained part of being Jewish that we 
are constantly learning. The goal is not 
knowledge, the goal is learning.  
 
The second thing Iôm going to say often 

is really the other side of the coin to our 
own adult commitment to learning. In 
Judaism, there is no -one who can live 
your Judaism for you. It is not possible 
to delegate Jewish life to our leaders and 
there is no value in vicariously                

experiencing Jewish life through others. 
Judaism is nothing if it is not lived. It is 
of little importance to me how you chose 
to live your Judaism, what is important is 
the conscious deliberate choices you 
make as a Jew or as a supporter of a 
Jewish partner or family. And in order to 

make those choices we must be 
thoughtful and to be thoughtful we must 
have space to learn and reflect.  

The Lyons Institute: Transformative Learning, Raising Literacy and  

Commitment to Jewish Life with Progressive Values  

But I said that Judaism was almost no 
different to history, science or the arts in 
terms of our on -going learning. But it is 
different. Rabbi Abraham Joshua 

Heschel suggests that the learning we 
do as Jews must help us interpret        
Judaism in terms of humanity and the 
Jewish situation. In other words, he 
writes, ñWhat is the meaning of my     
individual existence?... What does it 
mean to be a Jew? What does it mean 

to be responsible for three thousand 
years of living experience? How can we 
mediate between all of the past and all 
of the future?ò. 
 
Jewish learning must be transformative. 

It must enrich our lives, make them 
fuller with meaning and support us to 
think about the significance of the     
choices we make as human beings,    
cognisant of Jewish life.  
 
This November the course will be an 

opportunity to learn some Talmud ï the 
foundational text of Judaism for the last 
2,000 years. Get to grips with the       
radical innovations of the Chanukah  
story and its observance, reflect on what 
it means to celebrate Chanukah in the 
21st century and, most importantly, 

share your thoughts, conversations and 
learning with other adults in central  
London. The flyer is inside the Review. 
Please book to let us know you are  
coming and whether you would like the 
pre -learning dinner provided. Sessions 

start at 7:15pm.  
 
Finally, I would like to invite you to be 
part of the learning going forwards. 
Please email me to be on the list for the 
learning. In particular, I will be seeking 
to gauge interest in courses at lunch or 

breakfast in peopleôs work places and 
special courses for parents on the Torah 
on Sunday mornings. Be in touch and 
let me know ï 
neil@lyonsinstitute.org.uk  or 07481 464 
654.  
 

Rabbi Neil  

 
Like facebook.com/lyonsinstitute/ and 
join the conversation about Jewish 
learning.  
 
Follow @lyonsinstitute  

 
Visit www.lyonsinstitute.org.uk  

Chanukah Mini -Series  

6.30pm: Dinner, 7.15pm: Start  

Thought provoking conversations as we 
lead up to Chanukah. From the Talmud 
to Progressive Judaism, could Chanukah 
make us see our Judaism in a new light?  
 

Monday 9 November:  

Beauty, piety and holiness - Judaism?  
 

Monday 16 November:  
Going public -  Judaism in the public 
square  
 

Monday 23 November:  
The stories we tell -  collective memory 
and history  
 

Monday 30 November:  
Commanding voices  

 
Book your place now: Special                   
introductory price £45 for all four              
sessions, 20% discount for WLS               
members, under 30s and unwaged - 
pay what you can. Pre -learning dinner 

option ï £15 per head. Booking is            
essential at   
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/  
lyonsinstitute  
 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

January -  Lyons Launch  
25 January:  
Tu Bish'vat   - seeds of learning reception  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Take Two! A Brand New Chapter for Kolnoa WLS  

Kolnoa WLS, our monthly cinema club, 
is currently at the start of its 13th                 
successful season. Regular attenders 
have already noticed a different                    

experience from the one they have 
come to enjoy over the years. So whatôs 
all the fuss about?  
 
Well, during the summer months 
(thanks to the generosity of our                    
benefactors, not to mention to the vision 

of our President and Chairman) we were 
able to install new state -of-the -art 
equipment in the Room of Prayer.  
 
An enormous cinema -size screen, a 
ósnazzyô new digital projector and an 

unbelievable new sound system                 
beautifully enhance the experience of 
watching a film in the comfort of the 
newly refurbished Room of Prayer, truly 
enveloping us in a thrilling cinematic 
sensation.  
 

So what are you waiting for? Regulars 
and new faces, why not come along for 
a test drive and see what youôve been 
missing out on. Kolnoa WLS takes place 
every second Thursday of the month. 
Evenings start with drinks and Israeli 
snacks at 7pm; screenings start at 

7.45pm. Entry is free but donations  
towards catering are very welcome.  
 
Next screenings:  
 
12 November -  A Beautiful Valley 

(2011). Dir. Hadar Friedlich  
 
Winner of the Best First Film award in 
Jerusalem, this gentle but persuasive 
story illustrates the way the kibbutzim 

have had to change. Hannah is 80 years 
old. She has devoted her entire life to 
building the kibbutz in which she still 
lives and works. She tries to adjust as 

commercialisation comes to Israel,  
making the kibbutz less and less like the 
original dream. Privatisation requires her 
to seek insurance, and when this proves 
to be impossible to obtain at her age, 
she is forced into retirement. Hannah 
tries to adjust but ends up in conflict 

with her own daughter, whose job it is 
to bring in many of the changes.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10 December -  Dancing Arabs (A 

Borrowed Identity) (2014). Dir. 
Eran Riklis  
 
Eran Riklis returns to fine form in his 
most recent film, the script for which 
was written by renowned Israeli -

Palestinian journalist Sayed Kashua and 
based on his own semi -autobiographical 
novel. An Israeli -Arab boy, Eyad, is sent 
to a prestigious boarding school in       
Jerusalem, where he struggles to fit in. 

The start of the film is sweet and almost 
comedic but Eyadôs childhood innocence 
soon fades as he realises the cold  
choices he will have to make in an adult 

world. Tension and drama mount as he 
finds his own identity in a complex    
society. The original title was taken from 
the expression ñdancing at two                 
weddingsò, which refers to the dilemma 
of a population that has to live with both 
its Arab identity and its Israeli                   

nationality, a dual allegiance.  
 
For more information, please contact me 
at eretz@wls.org.uk  
 

Jim Fletcher  
Chair, ERETZ Programme  

Peace of Mind  

As you may know from the High Holy Day Appeal, West London Synagogueôs ERETZ 
Programme is hosting a project entitled Peace of Mind for one week between 3 -10 
April 2016.  
 

We take great pride in doing this. It is one of the most important cross -communal 
projects with an Israeli dimension to reach West London Synagogue for a very long 
time.  
 
Working closely with Jerusalemôs renowned Herzog Centre for the Treatment of            
Psychotrauma, our aim is to bring a group of around 15 young former Israeli soldiers 
to London and to give them an intensive week of experiences and therapy which will 

help them reintegrate into normal civilian life back home.  
 
We are hoping for donations to help fund this project but we also welcome your                
practical help in any way you feel you can. We need families to act as home -hosts, 
providing evening meals and entertainment. We are also hoping for offers of                    
entertainment for the group (theatre, sport and cinema outings) as well as offers of 

help to chaperone, prepare lunches, or help in a more general way.  
 

If you would like to be involved, please email me at eretz@wls.org.uk  or call me for 
an informal chat on 07768 455667.  

mailto:eretz@wls.org.uk


 

 

Becoming a Dementia Friendly Community  

I will be wearing my DEMENTIA 
FRIENDS badge with pride and I invite 
you to join me in making this a                  
Dementia Friendly Community, a sign of 

inclusivity and awareness.  
 
I spoke over Yom Kippur about the  
Jewish tradition of honouring the elderly 
in the community. In Hebrew the word 
ZAKEIN means old and it also means 
wise, the assumption being that the old 

were not a burden or a worry but a 
source of knowledge and life experience 
from which the young could only            
benefit.  
  
Sometimes that is hard to remember for 

families whose older members are 
showing signs of dementia, forgetting 
everything and perhaps repeating      
themselves, even wandering from home 
in the early stages. In the later stages, 
dementia becomes even more                   
challenging with incontinence, the loss 

sometimes of all speech and the sense 
that the person we once knew and loved 
has gone forever even before they die.  
 
Coping with dementia in the family is 
addressed in a wonderful and moving 
book, edited by Rabbi Douglas Kohn and 

called óBroken Fragments: Jewish              
Experiences of Alzheimerôs Disease 
through Diagnosis, Adaptation and  
Moving Onô. Rabbi Kohnôs book contains 
articles by rabbis who work with older 
people dealing with dementia, as well as 

with their families and friends who are 
trying to enable them to stay in contact 
with the world and their loved ones as 
long as possible.  
 
Rabbi Jonathan Plaut described the             
Alzheimerôs disease of his world-famous 

father Rabbi Gunther Plaut, whose           
chumash we use to this day as ódeath 

by a thousand subtractionsô. Rabbi Plaut 
senior died at 99 years old but had lived 
with Alzheimerôs for many years             
beforehand. In the end, he couldnôt  

remember his own name but he still 
responded with grace to the regular  
ritual of Shabbat, being greeted with 
óshabbat shalomô by people to whom he 
had been really important and eating a 
regular Shabbat dinner with his family. 
This is a little of the focus of a Dementia 

Friendly Community. It means involving 
a person who is losing their orientation 
and language in regular community 
events for as long as possible.  

Our carersô group at WLS involves a 
number of people caring for those with 

dementia. Together we have learned 
some important things to help those 
living with the loss of the person they 
grew up with as a beloved parent or 
perhaps as a partner of many years.  
 
Here are some things that can help 

make us a dementia friendly              
community:  
 
 Accept the reality of the dementia 
patient. If they are convinced that a 
long dead parent is still around, go with 

their understanding and move it gently 
on to something else. Ask what they did 
professionally or ask what their favourite 
food used to be  
 
 Involve the person with dementia 
in family and community occasions. 

Talking to them allows them to hold on 
to their language as long as possible  

 Be patient and tolerant if things 
take longer than they used to do. People 
with dementia (and their carers) really 
appreciate a bit of humour  

 
 If hospital care is needed, make 
sure the hospital will allow a familiar 
face to stay with the patient. There is 
nothing more terrifying than being left 
alone in a new and strange                      
environment, especially if you are in 

pain  
 
 Remember that carers for              
dementia sufferers are entitled to              
priority treatment at the GP to ensure 
that they are well enough to continue 

caring  
 
 In case of emergency, make sure 
that you have the numbers for the GP, 
the Synagogue and any other important 
services somewhere clearly accessible  
 

 Join the Carersô Group. It is    
surprising how much you can learn 
about services available from the local 
authority to help you and your loved 
ones. Not only that, but we have outings 
twice a year and have fun together. Itôs 
important for a carer to have a little 

break at regular intervals.  
 
You can become a Dementia Friend, an 
Alzheimer's Society initiative, by                 
registering and watching a video online 
at www.dementiafriends.org.uk/register

-digital - friend. Much of the material will 
be familiar but it is helpful to have a 
reminder now and again. You will             
receive a book of hints on being               
Dementia Friendly and a badge to wear 
with pride.  
 

Rabbi Helen Freeman  

 

Sunday 8 November, 5pm  

33 Seymour Place, London, W1H 5AU  
 

Tickets £5 with wine reception to follow  
 
With music by Maya Levy and Isaac Gryn as his                 

grandfather, Hugo. Adapted from a text by Jack Rosenthal by 
Joshua Edelman and Robert Benton.  

 
Performed by the WLS Amateur Dramatics troupe.  
 

Contact Kathryn on 020 7535 0259 to book your tickets.  

A Dramatic Performance of  

West London Synagogueôs history 



 

 

The Movement for Reform Judaism:  

Partnering with Communities for Tikkun Olam  

One of the wonderful aspects of being 
part of the wider Movement for Reform 
Judaism is the opportunity for                   
synagogues to share best practice and 

learn from one another. This is                  
especially important for our smaller              
communities. As Reform Judaismôs 
Community Partner, I work closely with 
communities large and small across the 
south of the country and it is a privilege 
to do so. In many ways, West London 

Synagogue has led the way in engaging 
with tikkun olam projects, repairing the 
world and reaching out to the wider  
society in which we live. This                     
commitment is especially notable now 
with refugees and asylum seekers in 

such desperate need.  
  
Reform Judaism is excited to partner 
with Citizens UK to offer a special course 
to enable current and future leaders to 
strengthen their communities. Led by 
WLS member Charlotte Fischer, 

óCongregational Development,               
Leadership and Tikkun Olamô will take 
place in Finchley on 14 -15 November. 
This reflects our commitment to                 
providing and fostering inspiring       
leadership and to developing and              

supporting our communities and             
members in every aspect of synagogue 
life. And it embodies one of our core 
values: bringing holiness into the world 

by seeking meaning in our lives and a 
just society for all.  
The seminar is aimed at those who want 
to develop vibrant and powerful         
synagogues or communities by building 
relationships, whilst empowering its 
members to become agents of           

innovation. It is also for those people 
who are motivated by the Jewish                 
principle of tikkun olam (repairing the 
world). Delegates may already be              
involved in social action projects and 
want to think about how synagogues 

can do and be more of a force for good 
in the local community ï and how tikkun 
olam can play a greater role in their 
communityôs Judaism. It is for people 
who want to go beyond good intentions 
to really make an impact.  
 

The course will start with a Shabbat  
service on 14 November finishing 
around 8:30pm with Havdallah, with 
optional film and discussion afterwards. 
The Sunday session will start the next 
day at 9.30am and finish around 

6.00pm. Please note, to participate in 
this course you must be available to 
attend both days. The cost is £35 and 
this includes meals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you feel you have something to share 
with others from your own experience of 
working in this field or if you would like 
to get more involved and broaden your 
knowledge, we would be delighted to 
welcome you to the seminar. For more 
information, please donôt hesitate to be 

in touch: email  
amit.handelsman@reformjudaism.org.uk  
or call 020 8349 5693.  
 

Amit Handelsman  

Paul Jaffa  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I am a proud member of the Reform 
Jewish movement and have been a 
member of WLS for over 20 years.  
 

Although now divorced, I was married at 
WLS in 1994 by the marvellous Rabbi 
Willy Woolf. My son Jacob had his baby 
blessing and was Bar Mitzvah at WLS 
under the guidance and wise counsel of 
Rabbi Helen Freeman.  
 

Professionally, I run a specialist legal 
services PR consultancy based in the 
City representing UK, US and                      
international law firms and barristersô 
chambers. I speak and write in the UK 
and internationally on professional                 

services marketing issues.  

My interests are family and friends,   
music of all sorts from rock to opera, 
theatre, architecture and buildings, the 
Victorian era, skiing, watching rugby, 

reading spy novels and antique               
furniture.  
 

Michelle Ross  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Originally raised in South London within 
an Orthodox Jewish family, it was some 

14 years ago that I, along with my 
youngest daughter, sought to improve 
on our religious services and Jewish 
community experiences. We were             
introduced to WLS and were                       
immediately taken with its culture. For 

the first time we were able to participate 

meaningfully in the services and as a 
result were spiritually moved.  
 
My youngest daughter was married by 

Rabbi Helen and now attends the             
Shabbat Tots services with her young 
daughter. I volunteer whenever possible 
and have assisted at the monthly              
Drop -In centres, the coffee/Kiddush rota 
and on various other occasions.  
 

It was with immense pride and joy that 
I accepted the invitation to be a                   
co-Junior Warden and to have the              
opportunity to serve WLS in this way. I 
look forward to the next three years and 
eagerly anticipate working with my              

co-Junior Warden, Paul Jaffa.  
  
Professionally, while now semi -retired, I 
was latterly in HR for a global financial 
services provider.  
 
My interests are ballet, theatre,                

architecture, design and the arts                
generally together with an eclectic taste 
in music.  
 
A divorcee, I have two daughters, Kim 
and Natasha, and two gorgeous grand-
daughters!  

 
 

A Warm Welcome to Our New Junior Wardens  



 

 

Membersô Feast at Gala Dinner  

Her Majesty the Queen sent a message 
of greetings to members of West                
London Synagogue of whom more than 
200 attended our 175th Anniversary 

Gala Dinner at the Hyatt London 
Churchill Hotel on 11 October. Guests 
were welcomed by Elizabeth Shrager, 
our 175th Anniversary chairman.               
Members were joined by the Chairs of 
the Movement for Reform Judaism, the 
Leo Baeck College and the European 

Union for Progressive Judaism. All our 
Rabbis hosted tables. The assembled 
company feasted on a fabulous three -
course dinner accompanied by a              
selection of fine wines and preceded by 
a glass of vintage fizz.  

 
Over £10,000 was raised from a raffle of 
exciting prizes which, along with                  
generous sponsorship from a number of 

members, plus donations, ticket and 
brochure sales, will go towards our               
refurbishment projects at WLS. Rabbi 
Julia Neuberger took the opportunity to 

introduce a special limited edition of 175 
silver mezuzot, designed by leading      
silversmith Mila Griebel, many of which 
were snapped up on the night.  

The highlight of the event was our guest 
speaker, the broadcaster and journalist 

David Aaronovitch, who spoke with 
great passion about the need for a more 
positive response to the refugee crisis as 
well as amusing us with a number of 
anecdotes. It was a wonderfully relaxed 
evening, enjoyed by all those present.  
 

There are still opportunities to attend 
175th anniversary events. On Sunday 

22 November, the Orchestra of the Age 
of Enlightenment will perform its first 
ever concert in a synagogue and will be 
joined by world -renowned violinist    

Rachel Podger for a varied programme. 
Then, by popular demand, the London 
Gay Menôs Chorus will be returning to 
WLS for a concert that will take place 
after our very moving World Aids Day 
service, starting 6pm on Sunday             
29 November. Finally, on Sunday          

6 December, we have Chanukah          
extravaganza featuring X  Factor star 
Stacey Solomon, Edinburgh Festival 
storyteller and singer songwriter Daniel 
Cainer, along with amazing fire artist 
Jonas Fahey. Tickets for all these events 

can be booked through Ronit on                   
020 7535 0275 or at  
 www.ticketsource.co.uk/WLS175.  
 
Weôve had an amazing year of                  
celebrations and I look forward to seeing 
many of you at these final events of the 

year.  
 

Stephen Moss, President  

Mila Griebel came to West London              
Synagogue about three years ago. She 
has become a stalwart of the religion 
school, of the parentsô association and of 

the wider community. But many people 
do not know how distinguished she is as 
a silversmith. She is making mezuzot to 
commemorate our 175th anniversary. A 
number of the limited edition of 175 are 
already sold but some are still available.  

Her grandfather began training as a       
rabbi but rebelled. The family came 

from near Cracow, Poland. Milaôs father 
was sponsored before the war to come 
to England by an English family. He  
arrived aged 11, travelling on his own 
from Poland to England, speaking little 
English. Meanwhile Milaôs grandmother 
somehow got false papers and travelled 

through Germany and France to                
England. There was family all round  
Europe and many perished in the     
Shoah.  

 
Mila describes herself as artistic at 
school and dyslexic. She took some time 
deciding on art school. Eventually she 
did her foundation year at Central 
School of Art then took another year out 
doing masses of work on props,              

designing and making costumes for the 
embryonic independent TV companies. 
She went to Middlesex Poly, as it was 
then, and got hooked on three -
dimensional design. While in the glass 
department, she went to metal work to 

make some fittings. And that was it. She 
was hooked. For her dissertation she 
wrote a type of cultural biography             
exploring her Jewishness, essentially for 
the first time. She looked at Jewish art 
and artefacts to answer the question 
ówhat makes something Jewish?ô.  

 
Later, Mila went to the Royal College of 
Art. Her interest in Judaica grew. And 
then, with what she describes as óthe 
stupidity of youthô, she set up her own 
workshop.  

Except it wasnôt stupid. People found 
her. She started with travelling              
chanukkiyot, then she made tallit clips, 
Kiddush cups, and this year she won the 

Judaica 21 prize, a pan -Europe prize for 
Judaica, with a Kiddush cup for her 
daughter Sofia with the theme of ófar 
above rubiesô. 
 
Meanwhile, Mila has pieces in                  
synagogues up and down the country 

and in the United States. The V&A has 
one of her mezuzot and the Jewish           
Museum has purchased an etrog box. 
Her reputation is growing exponentially. 
We are extremely fortunate that she is 
part of our community. But, when asked 

what she is proudest of, it is her                 
children. She could not do it all without 
her family. Mila is a remarkably modest 
person for such a great talent and a 
great asset to WLS.  
 

Rabbi Julia Neuberger  

An Interview with Silversmith Mila Griebel  

The 175th commemorative mezuzah is 
£130, including the claf. If you would like  
to purchase one, please contact Roni Wang 
on 020 7535 0285.  
 
Orders on a first come first served basis.  



 

 

REFUGEE CRISIS  
 

 

¶ Write to your MP, the Prime Minister and the leader of your local council, asking 

them to increase the number of refugees being admitted and resettled in your 
area. (We can give you advice on the most effective way to write the letter/

email and supply you with a template). Some of us say 20,000 a year rather 
than 20,000 over five years is a better target -  still a drop in the ocean.   

 
¶ Donate clothes (in good condition) and money to the WLS monthly Drop - In 

centre for asylum seekers. This has been running for over 3 years and             
specifically helps asylum seeker families with children.  

 
¶ Register as a volunteer and/or donate money for a new WLS Drop - In centre 

which weôll be launching for refugees in January. 

 
¶ Sign up as a volunteer for our Winter Night Shelter for the homeless which runs 

from October to March every Saturday night at WLS. Run in conjunction with 6 
local churches, we provide a hot dinner, conversation, a warm place to sleep 

and breakfast for 15 homeless people. Around a quarter of our guests are         
asylum seekers or refugees.  

 
¶ Donate money to World Jewish Relief for their refugee crisis appeal. They are 

providing food, shelter and emergency materials to refugees in Turkey,           
Bulgaria and Greece.  

 
¶ Pledge to volunteer in your local area in the event that refugees are resettled 

there. This would involve welcoming newly arrived refugees, helping them          
access public services and settle into the local community.  

 

¶ Volunteer with a befriending programme for detainees at Harmondsworth              
Detention Centre near Heathrow. This is a twice a month commitment to have 

an hour long meeting with detainees to support them during their detention.  
This has a hugely positive impact on their mental health.  

 
¶ If you are a Landlord, could you offer up housing to a refugee family; or if you 

have a spare room and the space in your home, offer to host a refugee.  
 

¶ Sign up as a volunteer to help with English language classes for refugees and 
asylum seekers which we will be running at WLS one evening a week starting in 

January.  
 

 

To get involved and for more information please contact  
Nic Schlagman at WLS  
Phone: 0207 535 0270  
Mobile: 07956 628 990  

Email:  calltoaction@wls.org.uk  



 

 

It is not easy to find the correct words to describe our recent 
visit to the refugee camp in Calais. Despite now numerous  
conversations with friends and colleagues, the right words, the 
right tone, the right message still seem hard to grasp.  

 
We volunteered. This helped. We were useful, which felt good. 
We saw abject poverty. We sat in a cul -de-sac of the refugee 
migration and saw tears and pain, none of that felt good at all.  

We arrived early in the morning at a large warehouse on the 
edge of Calais that was being run by the three local NGOs 
(charities) who have been helping the refugees and migrants 

living in Calais for a number of years. Since the explosion of 
media attention, they have been inundated with donations and 
volunteers and have been able to upscale their operations  
significantly. We arrived with two vans full of donations that 
had been collected by West London Synagogue, Northwood 
and Pinner Liberal Synagogue as well as a local church and a 

local mosque in Northwood.  

We unloaded quickly and got to work in the warehouse, sorting 
through donations, packaging boxes and building more stacks 
of shelves. We did our best to maintain order in the semi chaos 
of jumbled bin bags coming in and sorted donations going out 
to the people who need it most. The NGOs estimate that up to 
200 people can arrive in the camp every day. The numbers 

there have grown significantly since the start of the year.  
 
The volunteers we met were warm, kind and organised. They 
come from across the UK and France. Many have been there 
for weeks, even months, working hard to make a difference. 

There were also a number of refugees, friends made during the 
weeks of hard work, helping sort donations and taking a lead 
role in organising the distribution of tents, blankets, shoes and 
clothes into the camp.  

It was during our unloading of the vans that the most                       
surprising interaction and perhaps most useful advocacy of the 
day occurred. One of the British volunteers approached our 
group to inform us that the donations being sorted and                 
distributed were going to mostly Muslim refugees from Syria 
and Afghanistan and also to tell us that there were no Jewish             
refugees in the camp. A number of our volunteers were              

wearing kippot ï we were not hiding our faith. We informed 
him that we knew this and patiently explained that this              
collection had come from a number of synagogues, and that we                 
represented a cross section of British Jewry who had come  
together to help because these were humans in need. Because 
we remember our own history.  

He was genuinely shocked. This was not the way he thought 
Jews behaved. I reflected that the way Israel is portrayed in 
the media, and the way that the Left in Britain view Israel,  
Zionism, and Jews by extension, gives a warped view of our 
values and interests. Further, it is clear to me that we have to 
be in these spaces, without a song and dance, just making a 
difference in all the ways we can. This is how we can tell a            

different story. We are, understandably, a cautious and inward 
looking community with a strong need to focus on                        
self -preservation. This is not, however, the sum of what we are 
about. We were refugees, we remember, and we want to help.  
 

WLS Goes to Calais to Support Refugees  



 

 

In the afternoon we left the warehouse and headed over to the 
óJungleô, the refugee camp of 4,000 residents in Calais, for a 
heavy dose of reality. This is not the first refugee camp I have 
visited and it was not nearly the worst living conditions in 
which I have seen people surviving. I had to remind myself 

that I was just a three hour drive from London. This was closer 
to my home than my in -laws in Leeds.  

Thousands of tents sprawled across a wasteland, with                
ramshackle huts built from wood and tarpaulin, dozens of             
people congregating around a generator with hundreds of               
mobile phones plugged in to ever increasing splitters and   
adaptors. Ten water taps for the camp with long queues     
behind each, makeshift showers set up by Doctors of the 

World, volunteers buzzing around while young men from 

across the Middle East and Africa sit staring into space with the 
look I know only too well from my years of work with refugees.               
People with nothing happening, with only their thoughts and 
daydreams ï wherever those take them. No smiles.  

We had been told to go there and speak to people, that this 
helps lift the dull monotony of the days. It reminds the people 
living there of their humanity, their curiosity, their humour. We 
entered the camp into a small square with tents around it and 
a group of guys sitting on a collection of plastic chairs. I said 
hello and introduced myself to Adam and Hamdi from Darfur. 

We exchanged some pleasantries and they invited us to sit 
down. One other was sent off to fire up the stove and put on 
some tea. We must stay and be hosted they told us. In all my 
work in places of significant poverty, the importance of hosting 
visitors and making people feel welcome is rarely diminished.  

We spent an hour there talking. Hamdi was 25. He had seen 
his village destroyed when he was a teenager and had been 

living with the family who made it out in a IDP (Internally       
Displaced Persons) camp in Sudan ever since. His family 
(including possibly some abroad) had finally saved enough 
money for him to set off to Europe to try and get refugee           
status here. He hoped to start to build a life that might                     
eventually see him be able to send money back for a next          
family member to come ï to see how much of the family might 

eventually be saved.  


