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SHABBAT B’HA’ALOT’CHA
Parashat B’ha’alot’cha contains instructions for installing the menorah in
the sanctuary and for consecrating the priests and Levites. It also
describes the procedure to be followed by any Israelite who misses
bringing the Pesach sacrifice, and it includes a description of the Israelites’
journey through the desert. When the people complain about their diet of
manna, Moses asks God, “Why have You laid the burden of all this people
upon me?” He is counselled to appoint seventy experienced elders and
officers to share leadership and the spirit of prophecy with him. Among
the appointed are Eldad and Medad, who are filled with enthusiasm.
Despite Joshua’s complaint about them, Moses defends their right to act
as prophets. Miriam and Aaron criticise Moses for his marriage to a
Cushite woman. Miriam is punished with leprosy. Both Aaron and Moses
plead on her behalf. After being excluded from the camp for seven days,
she is cured.
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T̈r§n©À ẗ v´T̈t© u§ I·Cr§e¦ C§ h¦f«bẗ« r¬¤J£t o¾g̈v̈ hk¦º d§ r©Æ;¤kt¤̧ ,I¬tnÎJ
¥ J¥ v̧J«
¤ n r» nt«»
¤ Hu© tf
o·¤v¨k t´m̈n̈U o¤v¨k y¬¥jẌ¦h rec̈U
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NUMBERS 11:1-23
1 The people took to complaining bitterly before Adonai. Adonai heard and
was incensed: a fire of Adonai broke out against them, ravaging the
outskirts of the camp. 2 The people cried out to Moses. Moses prayed to
Adonai, and the fire died down. 3 That place was named Taberah, because a
fire of Adonai had broken out against them. 4 The riffraff in their midst felt a
gluttonous craving; and then the Israelites wept and said, “If only we had
meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish that we used to eat free in Egypt, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6 Now our
gullets are shriveled. There is nothing at all! Nothing but this manna to look
to!” 7 Now the manna was like coriander seed, and in colour it was like
bdellium. 8 The people would go about and gather it, grind it between
millstones or pound it in a mortar, boil it in a pot, and make it into cakes. It
tasted like rich cream. 9 When the dew fell on the camp at night, the manna
would fall upon it. 10 Moses heard the people weeping, every clan apart, at
the entrance of each tent. Adonai was very angry, and Moses was
distressed. 11 And Moses said to Adonai, “Why have You dealt ill with Your
servant, and why have I not enjoyed Your favour, that You have laid the
burden of all this people upon me? 12 Did I conceive all this people, did I
bear them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a
nurse carries an infant,’ to the land that You have promised on oath to their
ancestors? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all this people, when they
whine before me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all this
people by myself, for it is too much for me. 15 If You would deal thus with
me, kill me rather, I beg You, and let me see no more of my wretchedness!”
16 Then Adonai said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders of
whom you have experience as elders and officers of the people, and bring
them to the Tent of Meeting and let them take their place there with you. 17
I will come down and speak with you there, and I will draw upon the spirit
that is on you and put it upon them; they shall share the burden of the
people with you, and you shall not bear it alone. 18 And say to the people:
Purify yourselves for tomorrow and you shall eat meat, for you have kept
whining before Adonai and saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Indeed, we
were better off in Egypt!’ Adonai will give you meat and you shall eat. 19
You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days,
20 but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe
it—because you have rejected the Eternal One, who is among you, and have
wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” 21 But Moses
said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I
will give them meat to eat for a whole month!’ 22 Would they have enough
if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if
all the fish in the sea were caught for them?” 23 The Eternal One answered
Moses, “Is the Eternal One’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not
what I say will come true for you.”

II KINGS 2:1-15
When Adonai was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha had set out from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for
Adonai has sent me on to Bethel.” “As Adonai lives and as you live,” said
Elisha, “I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. Disciples of
the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know
that Adonai will take your master away from you today?” He replied, “I
know it, too; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for
Adonai has sent me on to Jericho.” “As Adonai lives and as you live,” said
Elisha, “I will not leave you.” So they went on to Jericho. The disciples of
the prophets who were at Jericho came over to Elisha and said to him, “Do
you know that Adonai will take your master away from you today?” He
replied, “I know it, too; be silent.” Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for
Adonai has sent me on to the Jordan.” “As Adonai lives and as you live, I
will not leave you,” he said, and the two of them went on. Fifty people of
the disciples of the prophets followed and stood by at a distance from
them as the two of them stopped at the Jordan. Thereupon Elijah took his
mantle and, rolling it up, he struck the water; it divided to the right and
left, so that the two of them crossed over on dry land. As they were
crossing, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am
taken from you?” Elisha answered, “Let a double portion of your spirit
pass on to me.” “You have asked a difficult thing,” he said. “If you see me
as I am being taken from you, this will be granted to you; if not, it will
not.” As they kept on walking and talking, a fiery chariot with fiery horses
suddenly appeared and separated one from the other; and Elijah went up
to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw it, and he cried out, “Oh, father,
father! Israel’s chariots and horse-men!” When he could no longer see
him, he grasped his garments and rent them in two. He picked up Elijah’s
mantle, which had dropped from him; and he went back and stood on the
bank of the Jordan. Taking the mantle which had dropped from Elijah, he
struck the water and said, “Where is Adonai, the God of Elijah?” As he too
struck the water, it parted to the right and to the left, and Elisha crossed
over. When the disciples of the prophets at Jericho saw him from a
distance, they exclaimed, “The spirit of Elijah has settled on Elisha!” And
they went to meet him and bowed low before him to the ground.

