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SHABBAT BALAK
Parashat Balak takes its title from Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab.
Afraid that the Israelites will attack his nation, Balak sends messengers to
invite Bala’am ben Beor, a well-known pagan prophet, to come and curse
the people of Israel. At first, God forbids Bala’am to grant Balak’s request.
Then the seer is sent but told that he must say only what God commands.
On the way, Bala’am’s donkey sees an angel standing before her and
refuses to go forward. Bala’am beats her. After the donkey protests that
she is being mistreated, Bala’am himself sees the angel. Fearful, he asks if
he should return home, but the angel tells him to continue, warning once
again that he is to say only what God commands. On three occasions King
Balak asks Bala’am to curse the Israelites, but each time the seer blesses
them. Furious, Balak tells Bala’am to return home. In parting, the seer
predicts that Israel will soon “smash the brow of Moab.” Later, when the
Israelites camp in Shittim, they have sexual relations with Moabite women
and offer sacrifices to the Moabites’god. As a result they are punished with
a plague. When Pinchas, son of Eleazar the priest, witnesses an Israelite
entering a tent with a Moabite woman, he takes a spear and kills both of
them. His action ends the plague after 24,000 Israelites have died.
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NUMBERS 23:1-23
1 Balaam said to Balak, “Build me seven altars here and have seven bulls
and seven rams ready here for me.” 2 Balak did as Balaam directed; and
Balak and Balaam offered up a bull and a ram on each altar. 3 Then
Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here beside your offerings while I am gone.
Perhaps Adonai will grant me a manifestation, and whatever is reveals to
me I will tell you.” And he went off alone.4 God become manifest to
Balaam, who stated, “I have set up the seven altars and offered up a bull
and a ram on each altar.” 5 And Adonai put a word in Balaam’s mouth
and said, “Return to Balak and speak thus.”6 So he returned to him and
found him standing beside his offerings, and all the Moabite dignitaries
with him. 7 He took up his theme, and said:From Aram has Balak brought
me,Moab’s king from the hills of the East:Come, curse me Jacob,Come,
tell Israel’s doom!8 How can I damn whom God has not damned,How
doom when Adonai has not doomed?9 As I see them from the mountain
tops,Gaze on them from the heights,There is a people that dwells
apart,Not reckoned among the nations,10 Who can count the dust of
Jacob,Number the dust-cloud of Israel?May I die the death of the
upright,May my fate be like theirs!11 Then Balak said to Balaam, “What
have you done to me? Here I brought you to damn my enemies, and
instead you have blessed them!” 12 He replied, “I can only repeat
faithfully what Adonai puts in my mouth.” 13 Then Balak said to him,
“Come with me to another place from which you can see them—you will
see only a portion of them; you will not see all of them—and damn them
for me from there.” 14 With that, he took him to Sedehzophim, on the
summit of Pisgah. He built seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on
each altar. 15 And [Balaam] said to Balak, “Stay here beside your
offerings, while I seek a manifestation yonder.”16 Adonai became
manifest to Balaam and put a word in his mouth, saying, “Return to Balak
and speak thus.” 17 He went to him and found him standing beside his
offerings, and the Moabite dignitaries with him. Balak asked him, “What
did Adonai say?” 18 And he took up his theme, and said:Up, Balak,
attend,Give ear unto me, son of Zippor!19 God is not a person to be
capricious,Or mortal to have change of heart.Would God speak and not
act,Promise and not fulfill?20 My message was to bless:When [God]
blesses, I cannot reverse it.21 No harm is in sight for Jacob,No woe in
view for Israel.Adonai their God is with them,And their King’s acclaim in
their midst.22 God who freed them from Egypt Is for them like the horns
of the wild ox.23 Lo, there is no augury in Jacob,No divining in
Israel:Jacob is told at once,Yea Israel, what God has planned.

MICAH 6:1-8
1. Hear now what the
Eternal One says; Rise; contend with the
mountains, and may the hills hear My voice. 2. Hear ye, O mountains, the
controversy of the Eternal One; and you mighty ones, the foundations of
the earth; for God has a controversy with His people, and with Israel He
shall contend. 3. O My people, what have Idone, and how have I wearied
you? Testify against Me 4. For I brought you up out of the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.5. My people, remember now what Balak king
of Moab planned, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him. From
Shittim to Gilgal, may you recognize the righteous deeds of the Eternal
One 6. With what shall I come before the Eternal One, bow before the
Most High God? Shall I come before God with burnt offerings, with
yearling calves? 7. Will the Eternal One be pleased with thousands of
rams, with myriad streams of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?8. He has told
you, O man, what is good, and what the Eternal One demands of you; but
to do justice, to love loving-kindness, and to walk discreetly with your
God.

